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I SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY | WEDNESDAY| THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

NEW YEAR'S DAY TEACHER OPEN
HOUSE

14 15 o= 1@ 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 [ 27—

O FULL MOON

28- 451 29 30 31 | wantto volunteer with the Center thisyeare |

DINE TO DONATE & [m]%®-[m] ( startbyfilling out a volunteer
CENTER TRIVIA @ = T icati

application - scan the QR code to
B(E)Vc\;rE\lYgEEAR Co.- =4 the left. Then download the free
DEWEY BEACH ii.h Mylmpacp app to access trainings,
opportunities, and more!
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SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY | THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

Wetlands are important features in the landscape that provide numerous
beneficial services for people and for Fish and wildlife. Some of these
include protecting and improving water quality, providing fish and wildlife
habitats, storing floodwaters and maintaining surface water Flow during

dry periods. These valuable functions are the result of the unique natural
characteristics of wetlands.

WORLD
WETLANDS DAY

GROUNDHOG
DAY

10

Ll

12

13

VALENTINE'S
DAY

VOLUNTEER TEAM
LEADERS TRAINING -
6 PM, CIB OFFICE &
VIRTUAL

15

17

18

19

PRESIDENTS'
DAY

20

21

22

25

26

27

28

JAMES FARM DOCENT
TRAINING - 6 PM
CIB OFFICE & VIRTUAL

29
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY | WEDNESDAY| THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Baygrasses are a vital component of a healthy estuary. Tl ) 2
They are prime habitat for blue crabs and numerous ' i
Fish species, sequester carbon, take up nutrients,
dampen wave energy, and clear the water column of
suspended sediment.

Science Coordinator for the Center, Taylor Hoffman, monitors submerged aquatic vegetation in the I‘ﬁlaha Bays.
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SHOREZONE FISH &
BLUE CRAB SURVEY
TRAINING - 6 PM
LOCATION TBD &
VIRTUAL

10 |1 12 13 14 15 16

DINE TO DONATE @
BIG OYSTER BREWERY -
3-10 PM, LEWES

‘ NEW MOON

ST. PATRICK'S VERNAL WORLD
DAY EQUINOX WATER DAY

REFORESTATION
SURVEY TRAINING -

6 PM LOCATION TBD &
VIRTUAL

24 25 26 27 28 295 |30

HORSESHOE CRAB
SURVEY & TAGGING
TRAINING - 6 PM

LOCATION TBD &
EASTER 31 () FuLL moon VIRTUAL




APRIL 2024




| smow | o | s [ v | o | s
1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 1 12 13

DIAMONDBACK
TERRAPIN SURVEY
TRAINING - 6 PM,
LOCATION TBD &
VIRTUAL

GREEN SCREEN COASTAL DE
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMUNITY

FILM FESTIVAL CLEAN-UP

21 22 EARTH DAY 23 24 z 5 26 OCEANTO 27 ]
PASSOVER BAY BIKE TOUR —
BEGINS
INTRODUCTION ARBOR DAY
TO VOLUNTEER
MANAGEMENT
SOFTWARE - 6 PM, CIB

OFFICE & VIRTUAL

28 29 30 Ospreys are able to express different signals
: in 3 variety of ways. A study of osprey behavior =

revealed that they have eight distinctive

vocalizations to express feelings, including
excitement, alarm, and requests for food,
and 11 physical displays to convey messages
of courtship, protection, rest, and attack.
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PHOTO CREDIT: KIM PARKS / BOXED

5 CINCO DE MAYO

IN/ JAMES FARM

WATER FAMILY
FEST & NATIVE
PLANT SALE

DISCOVERY BAY
TRAINING - 6 PM,
CIB OFFICE & VIRTUAL

10

1

1 z MOTHER'S DAY

13

15

16

17

18

19

zo EARTH DAY

22

INTRODUCTION

TO VOLUNTEER
MANAGEMENT
SOFTWARE - 6 PM,
CIB OFFICE & VIRTUAL

24

WORLD
TURTLE DAY

26

MEMORIAL
DAY

28

29
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' SCIENCE & | MEETTHE
RESTORATION | TEAM

FNTER FOR THE
NLAND BAYS

—_A National Estuary Program

Bob Colllns ---. Noe Fellows
Gazdé-wlm.Tqu,/ —4 ~ o “-— —
_/,}--...-,—,;__f&'( _—

Bays report released, showing some-metrics of health
showing no change, but few are falling

111'®  As we completed the 15th year of horseshoe crab spav
3,000 horseshoe crabs were tagged 27,867 counted with over 1,763

counted in one night

¢ Rewilded 3/4 of our Oyster Gardener program oysters onto reefs in
Little Assawoman and Rehoboth Bays

* Over 8,500 native trees and shrubs planted at two locations in the
Little Assawoman watershed

o Record-setting oyster collections and 2,700 shell bags placed in the **
_Inland Bays to protect marsh edges

* Began a five year effort to establish seagrass meadows in brackish
Little Assawoman Bay (and hopefully Rehoboth and Indian River Bays = -
as well) =

Provided continuous water monitoring data to the state to document
—~water quality, and ensure continued protection from pollutants, overuse
and degradation




MEET THE
TEAM

* Reached 1,600 people (kids and adults alike) through its free, nature-
based Public Education Programs hosted at the James Farm Ecological
Preserve as well as at the Inland Bays Garden Center and Bayside,
making it our most successful year to date!

* Continued to build meaningful connections with nature to inspire the
next generation of environmental stewards. Our education team led
85 programs reaching over 1,300 young learners from K-12 schools,

- community groups, clubs, and more!

« Launched a new 3-part Winter Lecture Series in 2022-2023, covering
diverse topics from oysters to marine debris to native plants, reaching a
combined total of 221 people.

* Partnered with DNREC to host a successful Water Family Fest & Native
Plant Sale in 2023, featuring an array of hands-on environmental
activities, exhibitor booths, a plant sale from local nurseries and
more, reaching a total of over 500 people.

* Hosted its first-ever Teacher Open House to highlight its free
educational offerings for K-12 students. With interactive exhibit
support provided by Delaware Sea Grant and tasty brews from Dewey
Beer Co., the Center welcomed 26 teachers from across the state.

WATERSHED &
CONSERVATION

THE HIGHLIGHTS:

¢ Awarded $454,000 in grant funds to support restoration projects and
identified 3 new restoration projects, totaling 38 acres in the Inland
Bays watershed.

¢ Along with 31 other Center attendees, the team represented the Center
at the 2nd annual Conservation Day at Legislative Hall in our state’s
capital.

¢ 100+ people engaged at the Delmarva Chicken Festival

® Hosted the annual Delaware Land Protection Coalition (DLPC)

- Retreat in September and developed our goals for the upcoming
legislative session. One significant goal includes targeting a new funding
mechanism to fund county and municipal land acquisition projects
involving conservation partners.

¢ Worked with DNREC's Division of Watershed Stewardship, to complete
planning and source funding for pollinator ‘filter strips’ on the Stockley
Campus with installation set for the spring of 2024.

MEET THE TEAM:

From left: Bryanna Lisiewski, Michelle Koenig



MEET THE
TEAM

DEVELOPMENT

Development te ark
prizes at the Cen first
Dar Williams, hosted by our
Photo by Ken Sigvardson

THE HIGHLIGHTS:

* As the beneficiary of the Dogfish Dash, the Center was the recipient of
$70,000 in unrestricted funding and conveyed the Center’s mission to
over 2,000 people.

efit concert
at The Listening

-
'ties for community engagement with

he Green Screen Film Fest and the

& Fest, as well as partnering with

e Dar Williams Benefit Concert with

Dine to Donate Nights at Dewey |,

& Eats, Surf Bagel, Crooked . =~ v
Big Chill Surf Cantina. Rk 5

Created multiple ne
the Center to inclu
Stand Up for the Bays Pad
area businesses for events like
The Listening Booth and multi
Beer Co., Dogfish Hea
Hammock, Big Chill Be

!
Reinvigorated relations with the Bethany-Fenwick Chamber tzgh the '~
Bays Benefit at the Fire & Ice Festival and becoming the beneficiary
of the Ocean to Bay Bike Tour’s “Coastal Cruise” ride category.

Elevated the Center’s participation in the DoMore24 Delaware
campaign to raise in excess $10,000 in 24 hours as well as tell the
Center’s story through multiple media outlets.

ADMINISTRATION

& FINANCE
THE HIGHLIGHTS:

* Most notably in 2023, the Admin program welcomed two new members to
our team: Christophe Tulou, Executive Director and Jaime Argo, Director of
Finance. We are so fortunate to have both of them supporting all aspects of the
Center'’s work!

* As a National Estuary Program, the Center is subject to an evaluation by
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency every five years. This evaluation
assesses our progress in implementing our Comprehensive Conservation and
Management Plan (CCMP) for the Inland Bays. We had our latest evaluation this
year and received a determination of “Proficient,” which means we passed
with flying colors!

* A priority identified in our strategic plan for fiscal years 2023-25 was increasing
our efforts in Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, Environmental Justice, and
Advocacy (DEIJA). To address this, our Board of Directors created a DEIJA
Committee, led by Dr. Marlene Saunders, our newest board member, and
will hit the ground running in 2024 with three goals in mind: (1) to assess the
Center’s current DEIJA efforts, (2) drive integration of DEIJA into all aspects
of our work, and (3) lead accountability within the organization around
DEIJA. The committee’s work will be supported by an expert consultant who
will conduct assessments, deliver trainings, and help us develop a DEIJA plan
for the future.

MEET THE TEAM:
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From left: Mary Hartnett, Jaime Argo, Christophe Tulou,
Anna Fagan, Caitlin Chaney
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Native plants — they are abundant in nectar and

pollen, low mainténance, generally pest-free,

drought-tolerant;and have an ability to control

erosion. They are good sources of food and
shelter For wildlife, and naturally beautiful.

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY | WEDNESDAY| THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

DID YOU :

1 NATIONAL TRAILS
DAY

WORLD OCEANS'
DAY

Ll

12

1 4 FLAG DAY

15

16

FATHERS'
DAY

EID AL-ADHA
BEGINS

NATIONAL
POLLINATOR

WEEK BEGINS

18

1 9 JUNETEENTH

INTERNATIONAL
HORSESHOE
CRAB DAY

SUMMER
SOLSTICE

22

23

30

24

25

26

27

29
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WORLD The Don't Chuck Your Shucks (DCYS) program is a partnership between the Center and
RIVERS DAY 24 local restaurants, collecting spent shells (shucks) from your plate and recyclmg

them to benefit our Inland Bays.
In 2023, the DCYS program collected and diverged 225 tons of shell from the waste :

stream, to be cured and used in local habitat restoration projects like living shorelines: =3

Since its inception in 2014, the DCYS program has collected over 1,150 tons of shell.
That is approximately the equivalent weight of 8 blue whales!
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY | WEDNESDAY| THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

LET'S CELEBRATE! 1 2 GRATEFUL
SHELLABRATION &

Please join the Center staff and volunteers for our FRIENDS OF THE

"Grateful Shellabration"at Camp Arrowhead by the BAYS AWARD &

VOLUNTEER

Rehoboth Bay as we celebrate 30 years of working to APPRECIATION

protect, restore, and preserve our Inland Bays. Live
music, oysters, Food trucks, refreshing beverages,
games, & more. @ v moon

3 4 5 ELECTION DAY 6 7 RETURNS DAY 8 9

HORSESHOE VETERANS DAY NATIONAL
CRAB HUSTLE PHILANTHROPY
RUN & WALK DAY

AMERICA
RECYCLES DAY

O FULL MOON

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 | 29 30
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‘ NEW MOON

3 GIVING TUESDAY

7 DELAWARE DAY

10

1

12 13 14

16

17

18

19 20 27 e,

23

CHRISTMAS
EVE

NEW YEAR'S
EVE

25

CHRISTMAS

FIRST NIGHT
OF HANUKKAH

FIRST DAY
OF KWANZAA

protecting, restoring, and preserving OUR Inland

Bays For generations to come.

To donate: Please scan the QR code, use the included donation
envelope, or visit inlandbays.org to donate online




The Following Funds/donations were received during the 2023 Fiscal Year
(10/2022-9/2023). Thank you to all donors/funders that wish to remain
anonymous. IF you believe there is an error, please contact the Center at
your convenience.
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GRATITUDE REPORT

Liz Staruch
Karen Steenhoudt
Gabriel Steerman
Annette Nero Stellhorn
Carol and Greg Stephens
Charles Stephenson
Susan Stevens
Stewart Properties |, LLC
Lloyd Stiegman, Jr.
Nicole Stimpson
Kendall Strong
Sussex Gardeners
Richard Suszko
Scott Swanson
Lois Takara
Jack and Maggie Tarbuton
Marty Tarr
Lynn Taylor and Terry Wildermuth
Ryan Telle
Jennifer and Paul Thens
Jamieson Thomas
Michael and Donna Thomas
Jan Thompson
Leon Thompson, Jr.
Stephen Thompson
Steve Tollefsen
Rob and Dianne Torresen
Town of South Bethany
Trillick Foundation
Jenwei Tsai
Heather Tschop
Suzanne Tucker
Nicole Turgeon-Williams
Carl Tull
Mike Tyre
Bill Ullman and Kim Ayvazian
Kim Urenko
Karen Valentine Caudle
Carey Verger
Massimo Vicini
Bette Wade
Bob and Julie Wagner
Dr. Marianne Walch
Ruchi Wankhede
Bruce Warner
Brian Warnock
Connie Warren
David and Kathie Weinberg
Jim Weisgerber
Edward Whereat
Lori and Thomas Whitehaus
David A. Wiecking
Jon Wilkenfeld
Justin Williams

Kelly Williamson
Lynn D. Wilson
Deborah Woods and Leslie Sinclair
Trish Woods
Rob and June Wolcott
Ralph and Linda Woodrow
Joan Worrall
Cecelia Wyatt
Bill Yemc and Karen L. Pascale
Alex Young
Mike Zaron
Stephen Zee
Kathryn Zepp-Imhoff
Rick Ziegler
Maria Zimmerman
Peter Zoll
Vincent Zucal and Ralph Tullie

TRIBUTES AND MEMORIAL

CONTRIBUTIONS

IN HONOR

IN HONOR OF SUSIE BALL
Gabriel Steerman

IN HONOR OF JESSICA AND JASON BERRY

Patricia and James Deptula
IN HONOR OF MARIAH AND SAM

CALAGIONE, DOGFISH HEAD BREWING

Margaret Del Fabbro

IN HONOR OF RON CALEF
Annonymous Family Member

IN HONOR OF TIM CAMPBELL
Campbell-Gratz Family Fund

IN HONOR OF MARINA FEESER
Tim Feeser

IN HONOR OF JOHN GRANDY
Cecilia Parker

IN HONOR OF THE MCFARLANDS
The Wallace Family

IN HONOR OF ROGER TRUITT
Joseph and Delia Caffey
Lesley Corydon
JMS Foundation for Children
Judy Loveland
Paul Lovett
Thomas D. Maloney

IN HONOR OF DAR WILLIAMS
Gerald Maliwesky

IN HONOR OF THE ZACK FAMILY
Jeffrey Zack

IN MEMORY

IN MEMORY OF JIM ALDERMAN
Judy Pinsdorf

IN MEMORY OF MARJORIE S. BAKER

Tai Camper

IN MEMORY OF SUSIE BALL
Dennis Bartow
Christine Degnon

IN MEMORY OF JEFFREY BEAMS
Kenneth E. and Joann Miller

IN MEMORY OF RICHARD “DICK"” BELANGER

John F. Atwood
The Sidley Austin Foundation,
via Candice Belanger
Aimen Cannon
Marinn Carlson
Elizabeth R. Culligan
John Dickman
Sue Fazo
Thomas Gonyea
Kim & Jeff Green
Joanne and George Hayes
Alice Kipel
Rick and Elaine Kelly
Elyssa Kutner
Larry and Dianne Lasoff
Ron Lessard
Patricia Madden (and Mary Lee, Sheila,
Maureen)
David Maloney
Ellen Pendegar
Erika Peterson
Sally Rogers
Mary Salander
Eileen Serratore
Frank A. Stanonik
Amelia Sullivan
Rob and Dianne Torresen
Bob and Julie Wagner
David B. Weinberg
Jim Weisgerber
Alex Young

IN MEMORY OF NICK DIPASQUALE
David Small

IN MEMORY OF CHRISTIAN EVANS
Michael and Carolyn Curry

IN MEMORY OF HAL HIEMSTRA
Laura Anderson
Wendy Burt
Cathy Carr
Elizabeth B. Clark
Mary Cousins
Peter DeFazio
Joseph Drake

Fairmount Park Conservancy
Sophie Feldman
Anna Fishbein
Tom and Veronica Fishbein
Willard Garnes
Kate Hallahan
Catherine Heyward
Susan Hughes
Janet Levoff
Richard Mcclain
Linda & Jerry Meier
Kevin Mills
Frank Miranda & MaryHelen Staruch
Derick Moore
Bonita & Ken Pennino

Sharis and Thorn Pozen
Robert Rapoza
Adam Reeve
D. Britt Reynolds
Jeff Scott
Nancy Shillis
Chloe Stahl
Effie S. Stallsmith
Liz Staruch
Lloyd Stiegman, Jr.
Massimo Vicini
Ruchi Wankhede
Maria Zimmerman

IN MEMORY OF RON JONES
Margen Kyanko

IN MEMORY OF JOHN NEAL
Donna Mabry

IN MEMORY OF REBECCA ORR
Susan Craver
Barbara and William Jaffee

IN MEMORY OF CLIFF RICHMOND
Jean McCaw

IN MEMORY OF JOSEPH L. SELLMAYER
Mary Lou Beach
Neil Beahan
Gail and Bruce Bennett
Steve & Barb Kieley
John Motsko
Jeffrey Schaefer

IN MEMORY OF GARY TAYLOR
Richard Olmsted
Lynn Taylor and Terry Wildermuth



The Center cannot accomplish its mission without the support of the community, and often
this support comes as grants or gifts in kind (also referred to as in-kind donations).

A grant is a Fund given by a person or organization, often a public body, charitable
foundation, a specialized grant-making institution, or in some cases a business with a

corporate social responsibility mission, For a specific purpose linked to public benefFit.

In-kind donations help the Center access goods and services that often would otherwise
be too expensive on a tight budget. Examples of these type of donations include prizes in
raffles, silent auctions, swag bags and Fundraising incentives.

GRANTORS

AmeriCorps
Arbor Day Foundation

Delaware Department of Natural Resources and

Environmental Control
Delaware Nature Society
Delaware Sea Grant
Horseshoe Crab Recovery Coalition
State of Delaware
Sussex County Council
University of Delaware

University of Delaware Water
Resources Center

US Environmental Protection Agency
United States Fish and Wildlife Service
University of Delaware
Walmart

IN-KIND DONATIONS

302 Horseshoe Crab
Alpha Lit
Pam Aquilani
Dennis Bartow
Bayshore Marina
Beacon Inn
Bethany Brewing Company
Big Oyster Brewery
Breakthru Beverage Company
Crooked Hammock Brewery
Delaware Department of Motor Vehicles
Delaware State Parks
Delmarva Public Media
Dewey Beer Co.

Reed Dibeler
Dogfish Head Craft Brewery
Ecobay Kayaking Adventures

Hans Feindt

Fifers Market

The Forehand Club
Heidi Lowe Gallery
Henlopen City Oyster House
Henlopen Trading Co.
Indian River Marina
La Vida Hospitality
Ed Lewandowski
Lewes Cycle Sports
Jodi McLaughlin
New Hope Canoe Club
Ocean View Brewing
Patagonia
Quest Adventures
Quiet Storm Surf Shop
Revelation Brewery
Rehoboth Bay Oyster Company
Dave Ritondo
S.A.L.T. Provisions
SoDel Concepts
Michele Savage Steffens
Matt Sprague
Thompson Island Brewery
Tito's Handmade Vodka
Tony Pratt Photography
Yvone Torelli
University of Delaware
Walk On Water
Weese Rentals, LLC
Lori Jo Whitehaus

Photo Credit:
Many of the photos featured in our calendar were taken by talented staff
Communications Coordinator & photographer, Caitlin Chaney

Back Cover Photo Credit: Nancy Allen / Waves / James Farm Photo Challenge (Contributor)




