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 Over 225 organizations in 
the state manage 2000+ 
miles of ditch 

 County Breakdown: 

 New Castle County – 26 

 Kent County – 78 

 Sussex County - 143 

 Formed through Superior 
Court 



 Governmental Subdivision of the State 

 Permanent Right of Way for Maintenance  

 Levy taxes (warrant) 

 Sue & be sued 

 Make & execute contracts 

 Borrow money 

 Receive administrative &  
technical assistance from  
DNREC, Division of  
Watershed Stewardship 

 





 Maintenance Right of Way: 
Area typically used for 
minor maintenance 

 

 Construction Right of Way: 
Area typically used for 
construction, 
reconstruction, major 
maintenance 



 Minor Maintenance: 
controlling woody 
vegetation by mowing 
and/or applying 
herbicides 

 Major Maintenance: 
activities related to the 
dipout and spreading of 
accumulated sediments 
every 10 to 20 years 



 Title 7, Chapter 41 of the Delaware Code 
passed in 1951 last revised in 2008 
 “Drainage of Lands and Management of Waters; 

Tax Ditches” 

 Online @: http://www.delcode.state.de.us 

 Law Declared: 
 “… that the drainage and the prevention of flooding 

of lands and the management of water for resource 
conservation shall be considered a public benefit 
and conducive to the public health, safety and 
welfare.” 

http://www.delcode.state.de.us/


 Petition (Local Landowners) 

 Preliminary Report Submitted to Superior Court 

 Planning Order 

 Commissioner’s Report 

 Hearing & Referendum or 100% Agreement 

 Final Order 

 Modify Final Order through Court Order 
Change Process 

 





Powers as a Governmental Subdivision of the State: 

 Levy taxes (warrant) 

 Make & execute contracts 

 Cooperate, or enter into agreement with the state 
or federal government, or other agencies 

 Exercise the power of eminent domain 

 Transfer control of tax ditch operations to DNREC 

 Receive administrative & technical assistance from 
Division of Watershed Stewardship 

 



 Officers are elected at annual meetings 

 Officers must be a landowner within the tax 
ditch boundary or a company authorized 
representative 

 Two Managers 

 Chairman of the Managers 

 Manager 

 Secretary/Treasurer 



 Determine from the taxables desired program 
of operations 

 Determine the amount of taxes to be levied 

 Execute warrants 

 Present report at annual meeting 

 Provide for construction work 

 Provide for adequate maintenance 



 Keep minutes of all meetings 

 Prepare financial statement 

 Have financial statement audited 

 Provide for safekeeping of funds 

 Attend all meetings of ditch managers & 
taxables 

 Furnish bond in amount satisfactory to 
managers 



• Collect Taxes sufficient enough to provide 
funding required for maintenance 

• Maintain The Drainage System: 

– Control vegetation on ditch bottom and slopes  
• Done every 1-3 yrs 

• Mowing  

• Weed Wiper Bar 

– Dipouts: Restore channels to the designed lines 
and grades 

– Removal of Beavers and Beaverdams  









 ROWS provide the area necessary for the Construction and maintenance of 
ditches 

 The widths of the ROWS are highly variable. 
 By Type 
 By Watershed 
 Within the Watershed 

 Construction and Major Maintenance Right-of-Way 
 Construction/reconstruction of the tax ditch, to allow for the piling of debris and to allow spoil 

to be leveled as part of the construction operations and major maintenance activities 

 Minor Maintenance Right-of-Way 
 Inspection, mowing, use of specialized equipment for vegetative management (i.e. herbicide 

applications), removal of debris and obstructions, pipe repairs and installation of crossings for 
access 



 Filed in Prothonotary Office since 1951 

 Filed in Recorder of Deeds Office since 2006 



 Fax or Email property information to: 

 Fax: (302) 677-7059 

 Email:  DNREC_soil_taxditch@state.de.us 

 Requried Property Information 

 Parcel Number \ Tax ID number 

 Landowner of Record 

 Acres 

 Your Contact Information 

mailto:DNREC_soil_taxditch@state.de.us




 Inspection 
 Right of Way 

Obstruction Issues 
 Attend Annual 

Meetings 
 Audit Financial Records 
 Jump Start Inactive 

Organizations 
 Environmental 

Permitting 
 Tax Ditch Planning 
 
 
 





 Provide both Federal 
and DNREC 
Permitting Assistance 

 Tax Ditch Dipouts 

 Culvert Pipes 

 Bank Stabilization  

 Invasive Species 

 



 Houses, Decks, Porches 
 Stormwater Management 

Ponds 
 Sheds 
 Wells 
 Septic Systems 
 Fences 
 Swimming Pools 
 Telephone, Electric, and 

Cable boxes 
 Anything else that will 

prevent equipment from 
using the ROW 





 We will provide tax 
ditch managers with 
documents to help them 
conduct their business 
 Maps 

 Managers Maps - 
including Property 
Codes 

 Mowers Maps - Ditch 
alignments and right of 
way sides  

 Assessment Lists 

 Mailing Labels  



 Currently 4 Active Petitions 

 Hudson Road (Milton) 

 Guinea Creek (Long Neck) 

 Houston 

 Planning Grant from Clean Water Advisory Council 

 Improvements to Water Quality are being explored 

 Kitts Hummock 



 Long Process 
 Petition Received from Landowners 

 Preliminary Report/Investigation 

 Planning Order Received 

 Planning/Engineering Begins 

 Tax Ditch Commissioners  

 Report to Superior Court 

 Hearing/Referendum/100% Agreement 

 Final Order Granted 

 Organizational Meeting Held 

 Construction 







 Planning 

 Modifications to  
original court order 

 Engineering  

 Permitting 

 Utility Conflicts 





























 Contact: 

  Matthew T. Grabowski 

  Program Manager 

  Division of Watershed Stewardship 

  21309 Berlin Road, Unit #6 

  Georgetown, DE  19947 

  (302) 855-1930  office 

  (302) 233-0965  cell 


